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Convention Theme
The Art of Balloons- Statement of Intent

ABC 2007 Convention Committeed

BASA A gratefully acknowledge the support “As artists as talented in our own right as Matisse

from our Sponsors. Early Bird Registration is Van Gogh, Rogan, or even modern artists like

extended td-riday ' December 2006 Chihuly etc, but unlike them we create our Art with
Gold SPDHS ors balloons, a challenging but temporary medium.

Broadly speaking, as balloon artists, we are all
about the “Art of Party” (themeing etc) the “ Art

QI'I'IECQI"I‘ of Giving” (deliveries, retail etc) and the “Art of
RNl Celebration” ( sports events, fetes and festivals
etc).
ﬂﬂm | see ABC 2007 as an opportunity to celebrate and
. exhibit the creative genius of our balloon artists,
& BOC J

and as such, it is not my intent to merely mimic,

reproduce, or simply copy the art works of other
[ artists.

w i The intention is to create our own original works

m of art that express the boundless potential of the

' humble balloon and associated materials, and to

; appropriately present the artistic genius of those
Silver Sponsors who chose to use these materials as a medium of

r expression.”
% Marloes Bakker-Marsden

The Art of Fashion

Hi to all my artistic balloonie friends:-
“I would like to officially invite and inspire yoall
to put on your creative thinking caps and start
designing a fashion garment and be an integral
part of our 2007 Balloon Convention at the Gold
Coast:- This is going to be quite spectacular, if
you feel that your a newby, well all the more
reason to get out there and have a go. The balloon
industry is a safe environment to experiment in.
A few things to consider would be, the wearability
of the garment, we will be having models to wear
the garments on the official fashion launch so the
CONWIN garments must have an entry and an exit.

The garment can be made out of materials used in
COREL the balloon industry keeping in mind that 60%
must be balloon content. The rest is up to you.
| would like to empower you all to step out side th
square of conformity and create the fashion of
SUPAGAS your wildest imagination. If you need any help or

Bronze Sponsor
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information about the fashion parade please feel
free to contact meobbie@pro-quip.com.au

Remember the fashion garment is not an accessary

it is a full garment. I'm looking forward to seeing
your vision of art come alive because this is truly
the time to step out and have fun.”

Robbie Murray

Photo courtesy from BHQ

You can participate in the competition or just

design and display your wearable fashion garment.

Robbie Murray from Pro Quip Entertainment the
2005 BOC Designer of the Year is planning a
stunning event for the convention with a fashion
parade of wearable balloon garments. Robbie will
be designing and providing inspiration with her
foyer display which will be worn during the
parade.

Workers Compensation

Changes to Australian tax laws mean that all
workers compensation premiums will be subject to
the Goods and Services Tax. Employers are now
required to provide their Australian Business
Number (ABN) and to indicate whether their
business is registered for GST purpose. Under the
Commonwealth Legislation entities registered for
GST will have an entitlement to input tax credits
for all or part of the GST paid on the premium,
depending on their GST status.

New Addition to Balloon Agencies
Congratulation to Greg & Heidi Robinson of
Balloon Agencies, they are the proud parents of
another Boy.

A Grandson for John and Liz Robinson who are
overjoyed to baby sit the young man, then hand
him back to his father and mother!

Clown Balloons and BASA NSW
Clown Balloons and BASA NSW had a great
evening October meeting, where lots of new
customers attended the trade show and education
workshop.

It was great exposure for Clown Balloons, where
Art Fruend and Chad Moodie invited Maureen
Egan fromBalloon Elegancend Anna Captais
from A Balloon Evenprovided education for the
evening. Lots and lots of balloons of sizes, small,
medium and extra large were available for all
those who attended to have hands on experience.

. -

- | &
BASA NSW & Clown Balloons training night.
BASA NSW Christmas Party
November 19 and 28' is the dates for the Quality
education and Christmas party to be held at the
Crowne Plaza Norwest, Baulkham Hills.
Feature presenters who will provide educational
value over the 2 days are are Gary Jones f&tim
Occasions Party Shego Dickens fronCreative
Balloonsand Shannon Watts froBorn to Party
A special overnight accommodation rate has been
organised with the Crowne Plaza Norwest.
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For Information contact
President Maureen Egan 0415 977 650

50" Birthday Celebrations

Congratulation to Bruce Fraser frdpualatex
Balloonswho had his 50 Birthday late October.
Bruce is looking good, feeling good, and we wish
him all the best for his 80Birthday year. Balloon
decorations were prominent at the Party which was
themed for the guest who were to come dressed as
a “B” theme. There were Bee’s, Blues Brother,
Beauty & The Beast, Bimbo’s, Brides, Bad Girls
and people in Black. Noted Guests were John &
Liz Robinson QId , Brian Gray WA, Margie Monk
SA, Lesley Heslop and David Courtney from Vic.

Accreditation Classes in QLD

BASA QLD held it's AGM in September in
conjunction with the first module of the BASA A
Accreditation module. They invited President
NSW Maureen Egan and Raymond Connett to
conduct the Accreditation and Education class.
Approximately 20 people attended the day at the
Holiday Inn Gold Coast the venue for ABC 2007.
A great chance to look around the newly
refurbished hotel.

An “Under the Sea Wall” was created as hands on
class work at the Queensland AGM Education

class sponsored by Clown Balloons in association
with Balloon Agencies.

New addition to It's a Gas

Damien Monk and partner Kylie are to have a new
edition. We look forward to hearing of more of the
exciting news in 9 Months.

Priscilla Queen and Mr Confetti

Mr Confetti plays a role in the Stage Musical
“Priscilla Queen of the Desert”. It hasn’t been
confirm just where to look for Mr Confetti alias
Darren Arith(Mr Balloons). But we do know the
vast array of his special effects are being used in
the Newly developed Australians stage musical at
the Lyric Theatre Star City Casino.

Contact Darren 0404 668 922 for how he can
provide your business with extra effects.

New Manager for Z & S Star
Enterprises Pty Ltd

Nicholas Ross has been recently appointed as
National Sales Manager for Z & S Star Enterprises
Pty Ltd, Balloon and Party Products wholesalers,
Nick has asked to share their company’s vision
and philosophy with you.

“When you look back on the history of our
industry from the first latex balloon produced in
1847 in the United Kingdom, through to the early
distribution channels in Australia via a variety
outlets and local newsagents to present day
dedicated party retail and event hire outlets, we

3
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can truly say that our industry in Australia has
come of age.

With purpose, and reliable, honest partnerships
with both artists and resellers, we have an
identifiable market segment that brings us our
livelihoods, that adds colour and pleasure to the
lives of those around us. Competition and choice
are the hallmark of a vibrant market segment and
to that end we at Z & S Star over the past 12 years
have been investing heavily in our industry in
R&D and in the last five years, developing our
own Australian product line to suit our industry
and market. In the last two years we have made an
enormous investment in technology and in a
guality product range filled with diversity and
opportunity.

Our close relationship with BELBAL has
introduced a range of premium quality round
formed balloons. With individual batch quality
tested BELBAL products now available to the
wider Asia pacific and to the Australian market,
and our recent acquisition of hi-tech balloon
machines which have the ability to print 1, 2 or 3
colours, we have enhanced our print quality and
speed capabilities.

At Z & S Star our philosophy is to build sound
relationships through understanding the needs of
our clients and this has always been the
foundation stone from which we have directed our
business.

| look forward to meeting you all at The Art of
Balloons convention at Surfers Paradise in 2007
and welcome you to browse our website at
www.zsstar.com.au.”

Regards, Nicholas Ross National Sales Manager

Weddings are Core Business

The ever increasing market of weddings in
Australia is such a valuable source of income to
the balloon and party market.

Bride and Grooms are looking for that quality of
difference for there special day. Balloon decomator
can expose their clients to new and innovative
designs which are cost effective. Many Balloon
decorators have received awards for the new and

innovative designs for room décor. Take a step out
and promote your business in a new area.

Helium Shortage in Australia

The shortage of Helium has not effective the
Australian market quiet like the US. Most major
suppliers have been able to keep our industry
afloat.

A series of worldwide events has created a
temporary helium shortage.

The U.S. Bureau of Land Management (“BLM”)
manages a helium storage facility in Texas and a
425-mile pipeline. Due to a combination of
equipment failures and natural gas processing
plant shutdowns, the pipeline experienced pressure
problems. Thus the BLM has implemented limits
on crude helium withdrawal rates from the
Cliffside Storage Field.

This has forced BOC, along with other major
producers operating on the BLM Pipeline, to cut
back production at the helium refineries along the
pipeline. All major suppliers of helium have been
impacted by this supply shortfall.

Along with the problems on the BLM Pipeline,
significant outages planned by the Algerian source
in July-August and the Exxon Mobil source in
September are likely to prolong and worsen the
shortage situation.

Effective immediately, BOC like other suppliers
around the world have been forced to receive a
slightly reduced allocation of helium. We expect
the duration of this allocation period to last
through November.

BOC will not be impacted as greatly as some
overseas countries due to BOC’s ongoing
commitment to production efficiency.

“BOC would hope that we can keep the lines of
communication open with our customers and the
industry as a whole so that we can work together
to ensure that business can continue with little or
no impact.”
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If you have any queries or concerns please contact
the BOC Balloon Gas Territory Manager in your
area.

NSW Sarah Hill

VIC/Tas Tanya Camilleri

QLD Nikki Davies

National Marketing Manager
Samantha Eedle 02 8874 4715

Linde & BOC
As of 7" September 2006 BOC Limited Australia
and New Zealand are part of The Linde Group.
This takeover makes The Linde Group the largest
engineering and gases group in the world.

How does this affect me if I'm a BOC or Linde
Australia customer?

In short it doesnt as BOC and Linde
Australia are separate companies and will
continue to operate as independent
companies. BOC has a new parent company,
Linde AG, based in Germany. Any contract
you have with BOC today remains valid and
binding and is backed by BOC’s commitment

to safety and service.

As a customer, one of the benefits of the takeover
will be that as a part of the larggOC/Linde

group, we will be able to increase our ability to
offer an enhanced range of services and products.

In order for Linde AG to purchase The BOC
Group one of the conditions to purchase was to
divest Linde Australia from it's global operations.
Hence why Linde Australia and BOC will continue
to operate as separate companies as Linde
Australia has been ‘ring fenced’ and is not part of
the new Linde/BOC Group.

We at BOC have no information as to whom and
when the sale will take place. Linde and BOC will
be operating as entirely separate and independent
companies until the divestment of Linde Australia.

This is an exciting time for BOC as we are now
part of a larger organisation known as The Linde
Group, ‘Not only are we now bigger but we also fit
together very well, both geographically and in
terms of products and servicesaid Tony Issac,
From The Linde Group

“We are drawing together the history and
achievements of two great companies to form a
truly global organisation. We have much to learn
from each other and | am certain that together we
will build a prosperous future and generate new
growth opportunities”

Professor Dr Wolfgang Reitzle. The Linde Group

BASA Networking a Positive

Recently BASA NSW member Leonie Schlosser
from Balloons or Bushas found the benefits of
being able to network across Australia and New
Zealand for their client. Her comments to Mr Ed
said” it was so good to be able to recommend
businesses who they know and have confidence

n-.
First Time Catalogue Supplement

From Qualatex
In order to consolidate the variety and number of
new products being released throughout 2006,
Pioneer has published a supplement to our
Qualatex Everyday 2006 catalogue. Themes,
colours and an entirely new category of balloons,
the QualateX Bubble Balloon% are all featured.

A -

You will be hearing a lot more about Bubbles -
now a part of the Qualatex brand - in the next few
months.

More great news....Chocolate Brown is now
available in 5", 11", 160Q and 260Q.
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Premier Education a Success in NZ
New Zealand was exposed to the great range of
products and educational designs when Premier
Balloons and Marketing Manager Sue Clements
took their promotion Balloon tour to New Zealand.
Their educational classes in Hastings at their
distributors John and Anne Lanefin Stuff
Distributorsand in Auckland attracted large
audiences as they showed their new latex range to
the growing New Zealand Market.

Designs and class photo from Premier NZ tour.

A new 16" balloon from Clown

Balloons

Clown Balloons are introducing a new balloon into
the 16” market Standard Colour range but the price
is great call Chad Moodie 02 9829 6433

BASA SA building Membership

The committee of BASA SA invited the local
Balloon industry to a gathering and dinner where
the benefits of the Association where promoted,
this resulted in several of those attending inifgn
the association. SA has always had strong
supporter of the industry and is looking to grow
their membership even further.

BASA SA Helping ABC 2007

Many thanks to BASA SA committee as they have
put their hands into the Association Funds to pay
for the ABC 2007 Invitation Mail Out. Three
thousand copies of invitations will be distributed

all businesses associated with the balloon Industry
If you don’t get one check the website.

New Zealand Twisters turn to a
Challenge

" As an extreme balloon twister, a commonly
fielded question is "what's the biggest thing yeu'v
ever made”, to which Charles Dolbel from
Auckland used to reply "a four metre woven
crocodile” (from 260's).

Well, in September this year that crocodile is now
a tiny blip on the 260q radar!

Now Charles says "a 2 metre high, 5 metre long
Streamliner Tram, taking 3.5 months of
organising, and 15 people working for 7 hours
each".

The sponsor, Auckland City Council, included the
construction and final sculpture as part of the
annual Auckland Heritage Festival. .
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The sculpture was made in the midst of the public
on the first floor of the Central Auckland Library.
Despite multiple small scale practice sessions,
there were still many lessons learned on the day,
and the final result did end up being shorter than
planned due to time constraints.

Charles would like to say a massive thank you to
all those who helped, and is already planning

future large-scale sculptures with all the lessons
learned this time around for the next big project..

BASA A President to visit WA
Sponsored by Premier Balloons and
BOC Gasses

Don’t miss the fantastic new program full of brand
new designs, techniques and surprises that’s sure
to make big changes in your business Set aside
SUNDAY 26" NOVEMBER 2006 At the Hotel
Grand Chancellor Perth, to attend BASA WA”S
biggest and very best balloon education
programme. Featuring lan Shuey from Balloon
Magic P/L Tasmania,

lan will be presenting the BASA A Accreditation
Programme plus a brand new education hands on
workshop.

Reserve your place by contacting

President Mark Torrens ph 9361 2993
mark@flamingosurprise.com.au

CBA accreditation in USA

Congratulations to Ros Simpson from Magic in
the Middle and Robbie Murray Pro Quip

Entertainment for attaining their CBA whilst
visiting the states on a balloon convention &
Education tour.

Ros Simpson Robbie Murray

CBA testing here we come!!!

Two weary, colourful, and very excited Australian
"Balloonies” landed in Las Vegas ready to
investigate and absorb all the Summer Balloon
Camp 2006 had to offer.

“Robbie and I had little time for sleep as we tried
to settle into our large but uninterestingly
furnished room at the Tuscan Suites, just of the
main strip of Vegas. Five days of interactivitytwit
balloon professionals from around the world
awaited us. We had classes to choose from starting
at 8am in the morning and ones finishing at 4am
the next morning. Oh, the dilemmas of trying to be
in two interesting classes at once, not to mention
getting a little sleep over the coming days. But
before the program of learning started we had our
mission to complete.

The CBA exams awaited us. World industry
leaders Linda Bruce, Tope Abulude and Jean Eddy
were on hand to try to calm the nerves and get the
creative juices flowing, not to mention judge our
work.

We had numerous set tasks to complete in a four-
hour time frame, including two balloon pieces
designed by each of us. Then there was the knot
tying, and those dreaded oral questions relating to
business acumen. Everyone has their own style
and work methods when completing the tasks set
before them, so it was very interesting to watch
how everyone tackled the requirements of the test.
Some of us, especially we Australians seemed to
have gone into the room with a mindset that this
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was serious business. A couple of our fellow
participants gave the impression that the whole
thing was really a bit of a giggle and thereford di
not require any effort. Needless to say those
people were not on the stage at the final night
dinner to collect their CBA pins from the founders
of Qualatex Mr. and Mrs. Valos.

To anyone contemplating taking tG8A test on

the Gold Coasfcontact Rachelle at Qualatex
1800 814 634) at the next ABC 2007 convention in
March may | say, take that step, if nothing else
prove to yourselves that you have the fortitude to
stand up there and say, | take this industry
seriously, | will endeavour to continue to learrdan
grow. | am a balloon professional, you can count
on me.”

Ros Simpson, CBA-USA Magic in the Middle

Message from National President

I'm pleased to advise the 2005/06 bi-annual BASA
Executive meeting [State Presidents and National
President / Secretary] was held in early October
06. by telephone hook up.

State Presidents were all up-beat about recent
conducted and proposed education programs in
their respective States. Other matters discussed
included progress throughout Australasia toward
Membership Accreditation, the positive response
to our initiatives in th&vents and Equipment
Magazinepromoting our capabilities to a broad
spectrum of meetings and events organizers and
the new BASA A national insurance policy
covering all state activities, Secretary Ray Connet
advised of the exciting and excellent progress
being made toward our ABC 2007 “The Art of
Balloons” bi-annual conference and the great
support being offered by our member suppliers.

The business and events community nation-wide
are requesting information and case studies of
exciting projects being undertaken by our BASA
members and | would strongly encourage you to
call Secretary Ray Connett and contribute photo’s
and a story to keeping our industry profile in the
forefront of people’s minds.

Thank you to all State committee members for
educational and fellowship support extended to
members in your State. | trust business is brisk fo
everybody, particularly leading into the festive
season and | very much look forward to meeting
you on the Gold Coast in April 2007.

lan Shuey

BASA A National President

ABC 2007

BASA A is now providing credit facilities as well
as accepting cheques for convention registration
making it easier for you to register for the best
convention and networking for 2007.

ABC committee member Vivian Lindup is looking
after registrations. PH 0411 084 475

Fax: (07) 3375 6196
Post: ABC 2007 Registration

P O BOX 415 Corinda QLD 4075

Early Bird Registration
IS extended to
Friday 1% December 2006



