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ABC  2007   “The Art of Balloons” 
On the Gold Coast 

Brace yourselves for the most Exhilarating 
Artistic International ballooning conference 
ever to be staged.    
Where?             Holiday Inn 
Gold Coast Surfers Paradise Queensland 
 
Saturday 24th-28th March 2007. 
 

“ ���� ���� �	� 
�����
����� ���� �	� 
�����
����� ���� �	� 
�����
����� ���� �	� 
�����
� ”  represents a 

brilliant NEW direction for our industry in terms of education, the spectacular, the dynamic and the innovative 

creativity that will embrace you in a style never experienced before. Your visit to Surfers Paradise will 
indeed be a memorable journey of creativity! Check out our website www.balloonartists.com.au 
  
 
It is being hosted by BASA-A [The Balloon Artists and Suppliers Association of Australasia] which is the 
peak industry body in the Asian-Pacific rim. All major balloon manufacturers and equipment suppliers  will be 
actively participating and sharing their expertise. The Conference Committee has every reason to believe this 
conference ���� ���� �	� 
�����
�  will deliver your every expectation, be it for beginners through to seasoned 
operators in retailing and decorating in a most dramatic manner. 
 



Themed Displays representing a quantum leap over and above the restrictive mindset and parameters of 
traditional large sculpture competitions will be constructed by the world’s best designers in the magnificent 
public atrium space of the Holiday Inn. 

 

 
 
 
Location: HOLIDAY INN SURFERS 
PARADISE  
                             22 VIEW AVENUE  

               SURFERS PARADISE, 4217  
The Holiday Inn is perfectly located in the 
heart of Australia’s most popular resort 
destination. Surrounded by al fresco dinning, 
lively entertainment and just 50 meters from 
the magnificent Surfers Paradise Beach. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Consider the Theme the “Art of Balloons” 
Lets take our skills to a higher level, show the world what we can do with our humble Balloon  
Main Theme Idea’s 
Ancient Art,  Modern Art,  Pop Art,   Future Art  
Using your creative thoughts plan a design like a Picasso, Rembrandt, or Whitely   
Surrealism, Expressionism, Dadaism, Impressionism, Cubism, Symbolism, Distortion, Sculpting 
Texturing, Perspective, Abstraction, Realism, Inverting. 
 
A Fashion Design Expo with creations like Chanel, Gucci, Collette Dinnigin, Armani, Christian Dior, 
Morrisey. We will have Models live as well as a static display which  will show off the latest fashion creations 
made from Balloons. Displayed in the Holiday Inn Foyer. 
This in itself will be of major national and international media interest and will set the scene for a spectacular 
visual in Surfers Paradise beautiful location.  
Competition guidelines have been dramatically broadened to reflect the conference theme and the unique 
architectural features of this very popular convention destination. Hotel management are offering unrestricted 
use of their facilities, both indoors and outdoors! 
 
Modern artists designers provide the historic inspiration for the final night dinner  where you will Journey 
into the Ancient Art, you will experience the Modern and Pop Art and see as the night unfolds the 
Future Art of Balloon Art.  
 
Education is the essence of “The Art of Balloons”, with the Committee planning a vast array of class, 
Forums and workshop activities, enabling you to work along-side the very best of the best.  
 
All the major balloon manufacturers and suppliers will be eager to impress you with a range of new products 
revealed in a dynamic Trade Show.  
 
 
 



Destination Gold Coast – The perfect place to rejuvenate after an exhilarating conference! 
 If there is any doubt in your mind about visiting Gold Coast then check out www.VerygGC.com 
Capitalise on an extended visit with beautiful Beaches, Dream World,  Seaworld and many other popular 
Tourist activities. For the many visiting overseas delegates, you will smile at the very favorable currency 
exchange rate.  
Australia’s Gold Coast : The region encompasses 5000 sq km with 70km of coastline. The tourism 
destination spans Beenleigh and South Stradbroke Island to the north; Cabarita and Kingscliff in the south;west 
to Beaudesert including World Heritage Listed national parks. 

Gold Coast City’s population is more than 455,000. It is Australia’s sixth largest city, larger than two other 
Australian capitals. Beautiful one Day, Perfect the Next 

Start planning NOW. Register EARLY and enjoy the benefits. 

Full details are will be available on our website www.balloonartists.com.au 
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Full Registration includes: 
�� Full convention for Classes & workshops, class notes and detailed information pack. 
�� Morning and afternoon tea and lunches on Saturday, Sunday, Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. 
�� Saturday Night is a free night. 
�� One (1) ticket to the Opening Ceremony on Sunday night. 
�� One (1) ticket to the Trade Show, Cocktail Party on Monday night. 
�� Tuesday night is BASA AGM then a free night to do as you please. 
�� One (1) ticket to the Final Night Dinner – “The Art of Balloons” on Wednesday night. 
�� Wednesday classes are hands-on décor construction for the final night dinner. Work alongside the best in 

the industry! Get down and dirty while designing, bending, building and applying balloons to several 
balloon sculptures. You’ll participate in producing multiple designs while learning real-world techniques 
from top professionals. If you truly want more than a single perspective on designs and décor, make the 
most of this most valuable and fun day of the convention! 

�� Bump Out help required Thursday Morning 
 
Day Registration Includes: 
�� Morning and afternoon tea and lunch on the nominated day. 
�� All activities on the nominated day with the exception of Evening Social Functions*. 
�� Convention class notes and detailed information pack for the nominated day. 
*Please note that Day Registration does not include evening social functions. You must indicate on the 
Registration form if you wish to purchase tickets for yourself and/or guests to the Opening Ceremony, Trade 
Show Cocktail Party and/or the Final Night Dinner. 
 
Who or what is BASA? 

The Balloon Artists & Suppliers Association of Australasian is a non-profit trade group 
representing businesses and sole traders who derive income from trading within the 
balloons, party supplies, party hire, floristry, special events and entertainer industries. 
Originally launched in 1991 as the Balloon Industry Association, BASA is now affiliated 
Australia-wide and operates for the purpose of staging the Australasian Balloon Convention 
every two years. 

 



BASA-A Members receive a discount over and above non-members. 
If you wish to join your state Balloon Artists & Suppliers Association please contact your BASA State 
President listed below: 

National President Ian Shuey…Ph: (03) 6278 1198 WA.......Mark Torrens ..... Ph: (08) 9361-2993 
NSW ....Maureen Egan ............Ph: (02) 9489 1164 QLD .....Gunter Blum ...... Ph: (07) 3876-0200 
VIC.......Jill Russell..................Ph: (03) 5977 6483 SA ........Lorry Perin......... Ph: (08) 8251-3087 
 

Early Bird Registration 
The Early Bird Registration discount applies to all Full Registration (BASA Member and Non-BASA 
Members) but is not applicable for Day Only Registration. The Early Bird Registration discount includes 
registrations (with payment) received prior to and including December 1st 2006. Payments received after this 
date will not qualify for the Early Bird discount and will be charged the full fee. 

Payment Methods: 
�� Credit Card  (M/C - Visa ) please fax Registration form and Class Attendance form to: 

 ABC 2007 Registration Fax: (07) 3375 6196 

�� Cheque/Money Order - please make cheques payable to BASA-A and send with Registration form  

��  ABC 2007 Registration, C/- Vivian Lindup 0411 084 475              P O BOX 415 Corinda QLD  4075 

Cancellation Policy: 
�� Cancellations notified in writing, received up to and including 15 February 2007, will be eligible for a 

refund less an administration fee of $100. 
�� Cancellations notified in writing, received after 15 February 2007, will not be eligible for a refund, but 

another person may attend the convention in the original delegates' place. 
 
Competitions 
Entry to competitions is open to Full Registration BASA Delegates only. Entry to competitions will be 
accepted up to and including 31.01 2007. Entries received after this date are not eligible to participate.  
Payment of competition entry fees of as  per competition selection must be received in full on or before 
31.01.2007. Competition entry fees are non-refundable. Full details of competition rules and conditions can be 
found in the competitions link at www.balloonartists.com.au or Registration information booklet. 
 
Become Designer of the Year  and enter All 3 categories of the competitions. 
A registration desk for competitors will be open at the convention on Saturday 24th March from 8:00am  
 
Volunteers 
Expand your portfolio by helping build sculptures and special event décor at ABC 2007. As a full convention 
delegate you can enhance your convention experience as a volunteer for the following. Arrive early on 
Saturday 24th and help construct balloon décor for the convention. Be prepared to go home with ideas, skills 
and newfound confidence in taking the next step in your balloon décor career. It’s extremely rewarding, 
educational and a great way to make friends before the convention officially starts!  
Accommodation: 
The Gold Coast tourist precinct offers many different types of accommodation tailored to suit any budget. Full 
details of accommodation choices, plus tourist information can be found at www.verygc.com Surface Paradise 
offers shopping, dining and entertainment all within walking distance of the convention headquarters. Be right 
where the action is…... sleep in! No commuting means you can take your time. Avoid the hassle of parking 
and get to all your classes on time. Stay at the ABC 2007 Convention site, The Holiday Inn  and make your 
stay a memorable experience. We have secured a special discount for convention delegates starting at just 
$160.00 per night (twin or double). Mention this when booking. 



You will need to book your own accommodation for the convention. Internet  registration Quote ”BAL” or 
phone and advise the Holiday Inn  of your convention attendance. 
 A comprehensive booking form for the Holiday Inn  is attached following the Registration form.  This form 
should be completed and sent to the hotel direct. Extra forms can be downloaded online at 
www.balloonartists.com.au 
Hotel rooms are always in great demand and it is advised that you book your room early to guarantee your 
place. To make sure you receive the ABC 2007 discounted room rate at the Holiday Inn  be sure to use the 
form attached. 
Holiday Inn 
· All your rooms will be upgrade to 9th level and higher with ocean or hinterland views. 
· Every room will receive their choice of a daily newspaper. 
· Undercover security car parking at no charge. 
Complimentary use of fitness facilities - saunas, swimming pools and tennis courts. 
Parking: 
· The Holiday Inn provides Undercover security car parking at no charge. 
· www.verygc.com can provide alternative information or perhaps a meter maid. 
Other parking options contact Gold Coast Tourism Centre: Ph (07) 55846242. 
 
Climate: 
The Gold Coast usually experiences Mild days and Mild nights during Autumn, Average Max temperature: 
26C. Average Min temperature: 16C. You will need comfortable light clothing with some warm apparel for 
cooler evenings. As the hotel is air conditioned you may need a light jacket or jumper to wear during classes. 
What to Wear: 
Day: Business Casual 
Evening: Smart Casual 
Final Night Dinner : From Our Theme Designer Marloes 
Dress standards for FND - I was hoping this would be more along the lines of elegant cocktail  “snobby art 
gallery opening”  or even ‘artsy fartsy’ zany, some dress-up suggestions – I would encourage anyone to come 
as an artist and there are some fabulous ones to chose from – come as Van Gogh? Leonardo or his Mona Lisa? 
Come as a Picasso (or one of his paintings, maybe from his blue period?? Ha ha – paint a nose on the side of 
your face, or and eyeball on your cheek?? ) Salvador Dali (prefect if you have, or want, a silly moustache) 
Venus on a half shell? Come as an abstract?? There is lots and lots of scope there, artists through the ages have 
plenty of eccentricities that can be exploited and will fit the theme, the ‘Art of Balloons’ 
 
What to Bring: 
Camera, lots of film & batteries, scissors/knives, business cards and your portfolio. 

Filming & Recording Devices: 
· Cameras are permitted at the convention. 
· Video and/or audio recording is not permitted in the classrooms at any time. 

Children: 
Children under the age of twelve (12) years are not permitted to attend the convention. Children twelve and 
over are permitted to attend the convention on the days you attend but must be paid in full at the adult price. 
Where to register when you arrive at the convention: 
The convention Registration Desk will be located within the Holiday Inn  and a notice board will advise of 
exact location within the hotel. The Registration Desk will be open from 8:00am daily and manned as required 
during the convention. 
A registration desk for competitors will be open at the convention on Saturday 24th March from 8:00am  
 
 



Enquiries / Any questions: 
�� E-mail: ray@balloonboutique.com.au 

�� Website: www.balloonartists.com.au 

�� Secretary/Convenor: Raymond Connett Ph: 0415 689 657  Fax (02) 4942 5822 

�� Official Enquiries : Ian Shuey   (03) 62781198 

� � Registration enquiries: Vivian Lindup 0411 084 475   P O BOX 415 Corinda QLD  4075����

� � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � ����

1. The forms may be photocopied or additional copies are available from the website for additional 
persons/guest registration/attendance. 

2. Fill in details on the Registration Form. 

2a) Registration Form Checklist 

Have you…… 

 �  Included all your contact details?  

 �  Included any special requirements you may have? 

 �  Indicated which Registration Package you are purchasing?  

 �  If Day Registration only, have you indicated which days you will be attending? 

 �  Indicated which evening Social Functions you will be attending? 

 �  Indicated which competitions you wish to enter? 

 �  Added up all your amounts and totalled them in the payment summary? 

 �  Included your payment details / cheque (made payable to BASA-A) 

 �  Signed the Privacy Statement? 

3. Fill in details on the Class Attendance Form. 

4. Organise your own accommodation if you wish to stay at the convention site 

          (Accommodation booking form attached). 

     5. Send completed Registration Form with your cheque / money   order  

           (made payable to BASA-A) or credit card details to: 

��������������� (07) 3375 6196  

�
������������ ABC 2007 Registration 

                 P O BOX 415 Corinda QLD  4075 

Registration is NOT completed until  Payment has been received. 

Qualatex QBN Testing.  Friday 23rd March 2007  
The Qualatex Balloon Network Certification program is designed to recognise and reward various levels of skill and knowledge. 
Participants may achieve the special designation of CERTIFIED BALLOON ARTIST (CBA)  by demonstrating their ability and 
completing the written exams in Balloon Basics, Deliveries and Bouquets, and Balloon Decor.  
This certification is the only internationally recognised balloon acknowledgment of your competence, it implies credibility and 
attracts referrals worldwide! QBN members who are poised to be become CBAs and are 18 years of age or older will have the unique 
opportunity to take final examinations. Contact Rachelle  1800 814 634 
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The Balloon Artists & Suppliers Association will be holding their event at the  
Holiday Inn, Surfers Paradise from Saturday 24th March to Wednesday 28th March 2007 

The Holiday Inn offers excellent views overlooking the beach and ocean. The venue offers guests the very best in accommodation, views, as well as 
shopping and all the tourist attractions. Special room rates have been negotiated for this event. Please use this form to book your accommodation 
directly with the hotel. 

http://www.ichotelsgroup.com/h/d/hi/160/en/hd/oolhi 
INN to OCEAN VIEW ACCOMMODATION 
ROOM ONLY 
Single / Twin / Double Occupancy - $160.00 per room per night: 
· All your rooms will be upgrade to 9th level and higher with ocean or hinterland views. 
· Every room will receive their choice of a daily newspaper. 
· Undercover security car parking at no charge. 
· Complimentary use of fitness facilities - saunas, swimming pools and tennis courts. 

Upgrade  to corner suite for $60.00�
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AUSTRALASIAN BALLOON CONVENTION 2007 - REGISTRATION  FORM 
                           Registration is NOT completed until Payment has been received. 
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CONFERENCE ORGANISING COMMITTEE 

 
Ian Shuey   Tasmania  President BASA A 
Margie Monk   SA   Life Member 
Peter Nikolas                NSW   Treasurer 
Ray Connett   NSW              Secretary/Convenor 
Vivian Lindup              QLD   Registrations Financial Controller  
Gunter Blum   QLD   President Qld 
Marloes Bakker-Marsden  QLD   Theme Designer 
Robbie Murray  QLD                            Fashion Co ordinator 
Jo Dickens   NSW    Competition 
Anthony Simpson  VIC   Stock Control 
 

ABC 2007               Convention Partners 
 

GOLD Partners: Anagram Amscan, BOC Gases, Premier Balloons 
 
SILVER Partners:  Alpen Products P/L, Clown Balloons, Conwin Online, Corel Australia, 
    Qualatex Balloons, Z & S Star Enterprises 
    
BRONZE Partners: Supagas 
    

Australian & International CLASS PRESENTERS 
    

TEACHING FORMAT AND CLASS GUIDE  
 

Introduction by President Ian Shuey 
For ABC 2007 we have gathered for your learning benefit, a selection of outstanding, talented and 
internationally famous lecturers, picking from the cream of the national and international crop.  Introducing to 
you Christopher Horne from England, a talented designer and a wonderful teacher, the fabulous and famous Jan 
Iiams from Kansas Missouri  USA. John Martin from New Zealand- The man with big ideas. 
Added to that we have picked some of the best of the Australia based teaching talents, some of whom are 
“International” lecturers in their own right, but Industry leaders all of them, all with a great deal to share with 
you. 
Presenting to you: 
 Christopher Horne   Sponsored by Amscan/Anagram 
 Jan Iiams    Sponsored by Premier Balloons 
 Mala Salakas    Sponsored by Qualatex Balloons 

Cherie Haworth        Sponsored by Qualatex Balloons 
Sean O’Kelly    Sponsored by Corel Australia 
 

John Martin   New Zealand   Maureen Egan   NSW 
Jeff Hayes    TAS              Anthony Van Der Weegen ACT 
Ian Shuey    TAS   David Taylor   NSW 
Margie Monk    SA    
Theme Designer               Marloes Bakker-Marsden  QLD    
 
The teaching format for ABC 2007 incorporates a combination of not only the very informative lecture style 
sessions but also lots of wonderful hands-on workshops. 
  
For those of you who are new to our industry and those of you that have only been with us a short time, I 
highly recommend the beginners classes, these will cover the basics.  They are great brush up classes, 
reminding you of all the things you should do, but usually don’t.  They give you the ground work you will need 
to get the most out of the other sessions.    
  



Saturday Morning from 8 am will provide a great opportunity for delegates to create with the masters in hands-
on workshops to create the foyer décor in a size never seen before at a convention.  This décor will be viewed by 
at least thousands of people who will be attending the Holiday Inn.  This is excellent exposure for our craft. 
 
All are invited and encouraged to participate in these hands-on workshops, but I especially recommend those 
new or reasonably new to our industry to join us.  You will gain the experience and guidance in creating 
sculptures, from planning to framing, various construction and assembly stages, through to rigging,  The big 
challenge is these sculptures have to last, and look good the whole week,  that presents its own set of problems, 
and solutions which we will share with you. 
 
Sunday & Tuesday are our intensive lecture sessions days.  Bring your note pad and make sure you sleep well 
the night before as you don’t want to miss a thing! The international and local teachers especially will be doing 
repeat classes, so that with a little careful planning you should be able to attend all or at least most of them. 
 
Wednesday is a mix of lecture style sessions and the beginning of the final night decor workshops.  
These workshops will be run by teaching teams (most will be one International and one Australian teacher), so 
that we can give as much individual attention as possible to you, the delegates. 
 
These sessions will be ‘work in progress’ for the  Art of Balloons Final Night Dinner. By which we mean that 
the first sessions will deal with the planning and initial framing stages, working as the day progresses through 
the various phases of construction finishing on the Wednesday afternoon with the final details of placement, 
rigging etc.  
The Wednesday final night decor workshops will be covering five main areas, Entrance Decor, Stage Decor, 
Back wall decor, Sidewall decor and table center pieces.  When picking your sessions, try to cover as much 
ground as you can, get in on all the classes at least twice if possible, there will be a very wide variety of 
construction techniques and methods for you to learn from and plenty of opportunity to learn the best way,  first 
hand! by doing it! 
 
Note:  Classes may change without notice. 
 
Hands – on Workshops  
It’s not just about learning a new way to tie on a balloon, it’s all of the above and a golden opportunity to 
network, make new friends, working together really helps to break the ice between strangers.  
 
Have you noticed that ‘Balloon People’ come from such an amazingly wide variety of backgrounds.  There is 
such a gold mine of knowledge and skills (and friendships) just waiting to be discovered, possibly in the person 
working next to you. 
 
Industry Forum: Monday 26 th March   
Due to popular demand a new initiative at ABC-2007 will be the conducting of an Industry Forum  on the 
morning of Monday 26th March. This initiative directly impacts on ALL businesses associated with the 
balloon industry and should not be missed. Leading international authorities will address the future trends and 
supplies of our essential raw materials and products, threatening environmental issues, emerging regulatory and 
accreditation requirements, areas of future growth and the resurgence of BASA.   
Delegates are invited to raise any industry issues in advance of the Forum, in order for panel members to 
adequately research an appropriate response. There will also be ample opportunity to ask further questions and 
make comment on the morning of the Forum.  
The vast array of education classes and networking opportunities for delegates forms the basis of  ABC-2007, 
however the Industry Forum addresses issues which directly impact on our future direction and prosperity.  
 
BASA AGM      Tuesday 27th March   6pm-7pm 
All members are invited to attend the Bi Annual meeting where all reports will be presented and direction for the 
future of BASA A will be discussed. Submissions for the agenda should be directed to the Secretary BASA A 
 c/- ray@balloonboutique.com.au. 
 
 
 
 



 
Presenters 

Christopher Horne,  
from the United Kingdom Creative Development Manager at Amscan  International Ltd.  
Sponsored By Amscan /Anagram 
 
 
Christopher Horne began his professional life as a science teacher which lasted all of one year before he 
realized that he needed to be doing something creative. Christopher Horne from a Florist quickly became 
recognized as the leading bridal and corporate florist in his area. Christopher in 1994 included Balloons into 
his vast collection of skills. Becoming a world award winner in the balloon Industry, he has now retired from 
competition Christopher also shares his expertise and experience in the classroom, teaching at ABC, IBAC, 

IBA and EBS in addition to presenting seminars worldwide - 25 countries to date. 
         Now as Creative Development Manager at Amscan/Anagram he still shares and leads the field. 

 
Class Programs by Christopher Horne for ABC-2007 
Dream Dressings for “Top” Tables 
 

With the increase in the number of outlets selling cheap balloon bouquets, the “real” balloon decorators need to keep ahead of the field. 
Service is, of course, a key issue as is range and professionalism. But what else can we do? 
 

If you have a party store, or even if you don’t – the range of party ware and decorations from Amscan will provide you with an 
opportunity to expand what you offer to your clients beyond balloon décor. More and more people are starting to see the potential in 
offering a complete decoration service that extends beyond the centrepieces across the entire table – and are noticing the increase in 
profits and referrals as a result. 
 

This is, admittedly, not something that will suit every venue – an event in a hotel for instance will already have the table cloths, 
glassware, flatware and cutlery organised and then, perhaps, all that is required is a centrepiece, some confetti and perhaps a few 
favours. But there are many, many events taking place every day where everything has to be provided by the people whose event it is. 
Events such as family birthday parties, office parties and so on, that take place in community centres, village halls and the like. If you 
can provide everything, and theme it spectacularly to the client’s wishes, imagine how pleased the client will be! No longer will she 
have to worry about spending those precious few hours just before the event dressing the tables – you can do it for her! 
 

Your sales will also increase as no matter how good the product is, when it’s displayed in a packet on a wall, it takes someone of 
uncommon artistic flair to see what can really be achieved. Most folk will content themselves with buying plates, cups, napkins – 
maybe a table cover. But YOU can show what a difference the judicious use of some of the other products in the range will make to the 
event. 
 

This session aims to demonstrate how an entire event can be transformed with the right table dressing. We will be using a selection of 
products from the Amscan catalogue to make the tables the star attractions at ANY party! 
 
 

“Best Supporting Acts”: Themed Columns Steal the Show! 
 

There has never been so much scope for fabulous themed party decorations as there is now. The combination of Amscan party 
products and Anagram balloons (both latex and foil) gives the decorator an immense range of themes and ideas – all that is missing is 
the skill and expertise of the decorator, and perhaps a little inspiration. 
 

That is the purpose of this session – to provide the seed of inspiration from which fantastic themed décor will grow. Chris will 
demonstrate a few simple but spectacular columns, or basic sculptures, that use the three main product groups described above in – 
perhaps – slightly different and unexpected ways. The results, although quite easy to achieve, will bring a fresh and exciting twist to 
event decoration that is sure to appeal to your clients, and enable you to increase your portfolio of designs, your client satisfaction, and 
ultimately your bottom line. Once you begin to think slightly “outside the box” and view the products in the Amscan and Anagram 
catalogues with a fresh perspective, the possibilities are, quite literally, endless! 
 
 
“MAKING THE MOST OF IT” 
 

This class does not set out to teach you how to decorate – what it will do is show you how, with the use of Amscan and Anagram’s 
fabulous new products, you can dramatically yet cheaply enhance the décor and deliveries you already do. 
 

You will go away with exciting ideas that will grow your business, make you stand apart from the crowd and make you more money! 
 

Each arrangement can be easily adapted to suit individual requirements. Some “recipes” will be provided for you to take away, but it’s 
up to you to let your imagination and creativity make your business better than ever! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Jan Iiams from Kanas City, Missouri,  

                USA Creative Designer for Premier Balloons Australia.   
Sponsored By Premier Balloons 

Jan Iiams, recipient of the prestigious IBAC Crystal award has been honored for competition 
centrepiece designs and has been a part of the balloon industry for over 20 years.  She has a broad base of 
successful business and design experience, and is a popular and well known international teacher. She has been 
regularly featured in balloon related magazines and her work and articles appear on numerous industry websites. 
She appears in videos for Conwin’s Masterpiece Series, numerous industry manufacturer videos and for 
corporate Hallmark.     

She taught successfully for Premier’s 2006 tour and presented a wide variety of brand new designs for their program. For 
ABC 2007, Jan has once again created a fresh new showcase of designs to share with Australian designers and is offering a fresh 
design repertoire appropriate to this market. 
Jan is well known for her original techniques for designing highly sellable arrangements for all types of businesses, who sell balloons. 
She consistently showcases a fresh palette of designs and innovative techniques in her very entertaining and motivational 
presentations. 
 
Class Programs by Jan Iiams for ABC-2007 
Creative Themed Décor 
Jan will share an all NEW variety of spectacular themed décor that your customers won’t be able to resist! You loved her unique 
designs in the 2006 Premier tour, now see her fresh NEW designs that will dazzle your customers for New Years Eve, Tropical, Winter 
Wonderland, Valentine’s Day, Christmas and much more. See how beautiful and unexpected treatments and accents can transform 
simple into simply spectacular. Don’t forget your camera for portfolio worthy pictures you can sell, sell, sell with. 
  
Foil Fantasies 
How can you create profitable designs with foil balloons? Easy! Jan will share the secret of how to create fabulous designs 
incorporating foils that will set your work apart and widen your creative repertoire for customers who are bored with standard décor 
fare. Coordinating color is easy with latex, but adding a dash of pizzaz with texture, design harmony and message options with foils 
will enhance your professional design expertise in a beautiful way. You’ll learn how to produce a visually stunning collection of NEW 
designs with amazing longevity and high perceived value. What a winning combination!   
  
Hi-Float, Hi-Style, Hi-Profit with Premier 
And you thought you knew everything about Hi Float…Jan will share her very latest delightful design techniques for enhancing your 
balloon work with Hi Float inside and out, and will teach you the formula for making more money with this magical product.  Perk up 
your Hi-Float performance and build amazing customer loyalty when you learn very important usage statistics and Jan’s special tips 
for reproducing her fabulous NEW designs for ABC 2007 using an array of beautiful Premier balloons and delightful accents. Your 
profit will be sky high with this winning combination!  
  
Centrepiece Secrets 
Don’t let centrepiece design intimidate you. You’ll see that the simplest of centrepieces can be made more beautiful with delightfully 
easy techniques and proven professional design applications that can change your work from ordinary into extraordinary!  Jan shared a 
variety of lovely centrepiece designs during the 2006 Premier tour…now, don’t miss the next important step for creating an array of 
imaginative and sellable centrepieces to add to your design repertoire. From basic to beautiful, you’ll learn efficiency techniques and 
fresh accent applications that will impress your customers and provide you with bountiful profits you can take right to the bank!�
 

 
 Ian Shuey CBA,  Managing Director – Balloon Magic P/L Hobart.  
Sponsored By BASA Australasia 
Ian has a background in professional engineering and business innovation and is the recipient of several 
national and international business awards in the events industry. He has undertaken major construction 
projects at venues such as Walt Disney World in Florida and has successfully trained numerous special 
events companies in Hollywood. He is a leading figure in the Australian convention industry and is an 
accredited Member of Meetings and Events Australia. Ian also holds several world records including the 
construction of a 440 metre long arch over water and a 9 million cubic metre outdoor aerial display. Ian is 
the current BASA A National President. 

 
Class Programs by Ian Shuey for ABC-2007 
The Art of “Creating New Events”. 
  
Winning the client’s confidence in helping them design the event puts you [as the theming company] in the driving seat and the 
opportunity to realize a perfect outcome – a situation seldom achieved. Learn and experience the following: 

· Techniques in achieving managerial authority over the event. 
· Examples of design planning, documentation and operational planning.  Solutions to requests BEYOND BELIEF. 
· Balloons with fabrics, graphics and other display mediums. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
The Art of  “Themed Dinner Grandeur”. 
 
Hands-on workshops in the design and construction of large-scale themed dinners where guests dress to the occasion. Be actively 
involved in creating: 
 

· “Angels and Devils” incorporating a pure white / gold environment of large fluffy clouds, mobile cherubs, hanging angels 
and doves, adjoining a sinister red / black environment of devil murals, pitch forks and flames. 

· “Sea Change” incorporating the illusion of guests immersed in the depths of the ocean and surrounded by giant kelp forests, 
star fish, sea anenemy, drifting jelly fish and exotic table centerpieces. 

 
 

Anthony Van der Weegen CBA  Balloon Brilliance ACT 
Sponsored By BASA Australasia 
 
Anthony began Balloon Brilliance in Canberra in 2001 and achieved his CBA designation in September 
2003.  His precision work and attention to detail was recognised quickly by his clients in his home town 
and also throughout the balloon industry. 

Anthony has created a successful home-based business that caters mainly to corporate clients and special event decor. 
 
Entering his first industry competitions at ABC 2003 in Hobart, Anthony won a swag of awards including the prestigious Large 
Balloon Sculpture and the Best Photographic Portfolio. 
Anthony was a lecturer at ABC 2005 in Manly and recently presented a workshop in special effects to the NSW BASA membership. 
Anthony has had photos of his original designs published in Images magazine and is thrilled to be presenting again at ABC 2007 
 
Class Programs by Anthony Van der Weegen for ABC-2007 
The Art of SDS  
This class will introduce you to the Skistimas Design System (SDS).  Developed by Jim and Pat Skistimas of the Balloon House 
Design Studio, USA, this simple to use system will add a new dimension to your decorating options.   You will discover a myriad of 
uses for SDS panels from unique entrance decor to spectacular backdrops and easy to make corporate logo reproductions.  A hands-on 
workshop will show you how to construct and erect the SDS quickly and easily using a wide range of balloon shapes and sizes. 
 
The Art of Framing 
Learn the basics of framing and construction techniques.  Step-by-step instructions will have you making simple and profitable 
sculptures as well as letters, numbers and logos in no time.  You will be introduced to the choice of materials and tools available as 
well as support and rigging options, and construction.    
  
 
The Art of Classic Decor  
Classic balloon decor of columns, arches and swags fill large spaces quickly and profitably.  In this class you will learn how to 
construct decor with smooth clean lines in all of your work that will project and build a successful business.  This class will 
demonstrate inflating, sizing and construction techniques, and show you how to transform ordinary decor into extraordinary decor by 
accentuating and accessorising.   
 
 
 

Marloes Bakker Marsden 
Sponsored By BASA Australasia 
 
Event Theme designer Marloes Bakker-Marsden,  
Marloes is into the Special Events industry, which combines all her passions, interests and talents into 
one. Just the lady for ABC 2007. Planning designs out side the square with looking at artists around the 
world, this is what to expect, then there is the un expected. 

 
The Art of Balloons - Statement of Intent 
As artists as talented in our own right as Matisse, Van Gogh, Rogan, or even modern artists like Chihuly etc, but unlike them we create 
our Art with balloons, a challenging but temporary medium. Broadly speaking, as balloon artists, we are all about the  “Art of Party” 
(themeing etc) the “ Art of Giving” (deliveries, retail etc) and the “Art of Celebration” ( sports events, fetes and festivals etc). 
I see ABC 2007 as an opportunity to celebrate and exhibit the creative genius of our balloon artists, and as such, it is not my intent to 
merely mimic, reproduce, or simply copy the art works of other artists.  
The intention is to create our own original works of art that express the boundless potential of the humble balloon and associated 
materials, and to appropriately present the artistic genius of those who chose to use these materials as a medium of expression. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Sean O'Kelly Balloon-Décor:  Dingley Village, Victoria, Australia 
Sponsored by: �������������	
����
�	���
�  
 
With more than 23 years experience working in balloon decorating and party supply Sean has built a solid 
reputation within the Australian and international Balloon Industry.  He most recently had the honor to be 
asked to present at the IBA2006 Balloon & Party Convention in Chicago where he gave classes on balloon 
sculptures and the many uses of CorelDRAW® Graphics Suite in a small business.  
In recent years Sean has also refined his skills for interpreting his many creative balloon designs through the  
user-friendly CorelDRAW® Graphics Suite. Everything from business specific stationary, forms, quotes, 

flyers, brochures, product catalogues, web and email friendly photos, are created with this versatile software and now with the support 
of the Corel Corporation Sean will give four classes demonstrating many of his time and money saving ideas for getting the most out 
of this powerful program. 
 
Making Use Of A Computer Graphics Program In A Balloon Business  
Part One: A class demonstration using CorelDRAW® Graphics Suite 
Sponsored By Corel Australia 
Presented by Sean J. O’ Kelly, Balloon Décor, Melbourne, Victoria 
Join Sean as he demonstrates different practical uses for the user-friendly computer graphics program CorelDraw X3. See the easy 
steps to creating your own logo, balloon clipart, flyers, brochures or a portfolio. Laying out pages for presentation or printing is as 
simple as it is quick. Manipulating text, importing pictures of your decor, drawing clipart and shapes, rotating, flipping, altering the 
size and adding effects are all simple tasks for even the most inexperienced computer user. Lean how you can create all your own 
stationary and work sheets, present quotes ready for print or sending via email as a web page or a PDF file. 
If your ready to take control of your marketing campaign then this information filled class you will show you a bunch of useful ideas to 
tryout using your free ‘CorelDraw X3 Graphics Suite Trial Version’ Your Class notes will also include CD of templates of business 
documents and balloon clipart that you can utilize for your own business. Make your computer work for you and increase your 
corporate image with the magic of a integrated graphics program. A brief description of other useful Corel programs will also be 
included. 
 
Making Use Of A Computer Photo Enhancement Program In A Balloon Business  
Part Two: A class demonstration using CorelDRAW® Graphics Suite 
Sponsored By Corel Australia 
Presented by Sean J. O’ Kelly, Balloon Décor, Melbourne, Victoria 
In this class Sean demonstrates how you can enhance, correct and manipulated your photos to create a personal set of balloon clipart 
from your own décor and centerpieces by clicking the mouse a few times. You will be amazed by the variety special effects available 
in Corel PhotoPAINT®.  Scanned and digital photos can be transformed into a complete new photo with ease. You’ll see how to 
change the colours of the balloons in a bunch or fill a once empty room with bunches, garlands and arches. Lean how easy it is to 
decrease the file size of  your photos for emailing to clients and putting on the web. See how easy it is to replace a deflated balloon, 
adjust the number of balloons in a bunch or create a complete new bunch and not have to inflate a single balloon.  
 
You’ll lean enough to start making fantastic photos with PhotoPAINT®, which is also included in your free ‘CorelDraw X3 Graphics 
Suite Trial Version’, straight away. Your Class notes will also include CD of templates of business documents and balloon clipart that 
you can utilize for your own business. Make your computer work for you and increase your corporate image with the magic of an 
integrated graphics program. A brief description of other useful Corel programs will also be included. 

 

Cherie Haworth 
Balloons Bal loons  North Narrabeen  NSW 
 
Sponsored by Qualatex Balloons 
 
Class Programs by Cherie Haworth for ABC-2007�
The Art of Romance & Weddings 

Classic balloon design centrepieces incorporating fresh flowers to create soft, romantic décor with a difference. Winner of the 

Australian Bridal Industry Award for Excellence (NSW) 2003, 2004 & 2005, join Cherie for superb wedding designs that will capture 

the hearts of your customers. 

The Art of Themed Function Decorating 
A comprehensive hands-on class to create centrepieces and dance floor décor that can be changed to encapsulate many different 
themes keeping your clients coming back for more. With Cherie’s designs in your repertoire, you’ll be equipped with the skills to 

satisfy even the most demanding client or challenging theme. 

The Art of Outdoor Design Décor 
Large décor that will last a long time for your clients. Incorporating the fantastic and easy to use Connect-A-Dot system - this 

outstanding décor will be BIG, BOLD and PROFESSIONAL - while looking great for up to a whopping 30 days!  
 
 
 



Mala Salakas   
The Party People Sans Souci  NSW� �

Sponsored by Qualatex Balloons 
Mala Salakas has been in the Balloon Industry for 20 years. She and her father Peter Nikolas run a successful party 
shop “The Party People” in the St George area. 
Mala’s background is in Cake Decorating winning several awards at the Royal Easter Show in Sydney then 

continuing as a Teacher at Tafe. Many of the skills she learnt in those years she applies today in balloon decorating 

such as wiring and floral techniques and the Principles & Elements of Design. Mala has been  teaching for Qualatex 

in Australia and overseas for many years including the Qualatex education training . 
The Art of Balloon Basics 
Any artist will tell you that you need to know the fundamentals of your craft and balloon artists are no different! Latex, foils, helium, 

inflators etc are the basis of your specialised craft. Tools and materials are important items that you clearly need to know about and 

understand before you can start.  In this class we cover all the balloon basic principals including tools of the trade and materials as well 

as incorporating some important designs for everyday use. 

The Art of Captivating Entrance Décor 
Captivating entrance décor is important to any function. It welcomes you and sets the pace, invites you in and heightens anticipation. 

Elegant columns, sculptured walls and arches can all be varied depending on your theme - innovation is the key. In this class we will 

look at all the different types of entrance décor and create some displays in this fun hands-on class. We will discuss the elements and 

the possibilities of applying this to the entrance to get your mind working and make you money! 

The Art & Fun of the Non-Round Family 
The family of 160Qs, 260Qs, 350Qs and 646Qs are non-round balloons that are adaptable, versatile and fun to decorate with - don’t 

underestimate them or their possibilities! In this hands-on class we will look at arches, columns, sculptures, décor and characters that 

are quick, easy and profitable. You will be surprised and your client will be impressed at just how decorative and fun an event can 

become. 

The Art of Selling and Delivering Happiness 
Bouquet deliveries are a part of many balloon and party businesses. After all, we are delivering happiness for a special event or 

important occasion. We need to stand apart from our competitors and be creative but at the same time keep it simple and easy for 

ourselves. In this class Mala will cover important techniques for making the sale and discuss the pros and cons of delivery, while 

creating several easy bouquets for various occasions that are quick and profitable! 
 

John Martin  New Zealand 
Balloons Funtastic. Matamata Rd, TIRAU 
 
Sponsored By BASA Australasia 
John Started his journey 13 years ago with a in the Balloon industry as an entertainer and hence saw the inclusion 
of round balloons to sharing the work with his wife Brie, becoming a decorating team. Providing services to the 
Corporate and Private market. His passion for the industry has provided opportunities of work from the huge to the 
“Oh my god”. John just loves to share his skills. 
 

Class Programs by John Martin for ABC-2007 
The Art of Shopping Centres. 
For the Balloon Artist, Shopping Centres present a unique situation / opportunity to stand out from the crowd by following a few 
simple steps. We will look at the logical process from conception to reality of the Shopping Centre experience. We will include some 
hands on demonstrations of what works and what does not.    
      
The Art of large Events.  
This class will look at the proportionality of large events and their surroundings. To coin a phrase, “size does matter”. We will look at 
the issues associated with large events especially considering many businesses are small in comparison. We will have a hands on look 
at creating some big stuff with big ideas and big balloons.  
Classic Décor.  
Following a given theme we shall create some simple ideas using the elements of classic décor and turn them into something more than 
they are, demonstrating the importance of imagination and pricing of your work to suit the occasion. This will be a hands on class with 
the emphasis of energetic involvement.  
 
Swimmimg Pool Décor. 
Swimming pools especially in the outdoor environment can strike fear in heart of any balloony. This class encourages you to embrace 
fear and the challenge of taking on work in this area. By climbing mountains we can only reach new heights. We shall consider the 
negative aspects of this opportunity and ask how we can make them positive. We shall create a theme and build some cool ideas that 
work to bring this concept alive. 
 
 

  
 



Jeff Hayes Launceston Tasmania 
 
Sponsored By BASA Australasia 
Jeff Hayes has been entertaining since “Noah was a boy” his skills include Magic, Balloons and he  is also 
a professional MC. Jeff enjoys sharing his skills as a professional entertainer and balloon twister who has 
attended  ABC  2003 & ABC 2005. Jeff is  currently working on an instructional DVD "Seriously 
Twisted". 

 
Class Programs by Jeff Hayes for ABC-2007 
 
THE ART OF THE START (Basic Balloon Twisting for Decorators - looking at decorating potential for basic balloon figures) 
CRISS-CROSS BALLOONS (An Introduction to Twister Style Balloon Weaving) 
STREET ART (Entertaining and Busking with Balloons - How I paid for my groceries as a full-time entertainer!!!) 
AIRNIMATION (Balloon Cartoon Art - Adding Cartoon Style to Balloon Sculptures) 
 

 
Maureen Egan  Balloon Elegance NSW 
Sponsored By BASA Australasia 
 
Maureen has jumped into the Balloon Industry with all the excitement and energy of someone with a new 
project. She willingly accepted the position of BASA NSW president where her enthusiasm for supporting the 
industry and sharing her floristry knowledge makes Maureen’s work outstanding and inspiring. Spend some 

time with Maureen and you to will understand why she enjoys the balloon industry. 
Class Programs by Maureen Egan for ABC-2007 
The Art of Stylish Embellishments, adding that special touch to everything you do. 
The Art of Partyware & Balloons, Theming with our Industry resources, every day items. 
The Art of Centrepiece Accessories, Giving the Client that little bit extra that makes a WOW. 
The Art of Corporate Centrepieces , the Corporate world like the personal touch. 
 

 
David Taylor    Mad Balloons   NSW 
Sponsored by BASA Ausralasia 
 
David Taylor has been decorating Sydney with ‘MAD Balloons’ for 15 years.   “MAD Dave” was a founding 
member of QBN and is a member of BASA, highly involved in developing the national accreditation programs 
currently underway.  David was convenor of ABC2005 at Manly and founder of the ozballoons on-line group.  
MAD balloons has built a reputation as one of Sydney’s best corporate balloon décor companies, with innovative 

new designs. In the past two years David has assisted four new balloon businesses fast track their set up and staff training, and he is 
eager to share his knowledge and unique design techniques at ABC2007.     
 
Speed Decorating –We all have to meet the deadline! 
 Is it possible to do 21 decorating jobs in a single day? 
It is possible and it has been done.  Eleven hours, 2 vans and a garage. Come and learn the secrets of speed decorating.  Never again 
will you be worried about short access times, massively high ceilings or small set up spaces.  You don’t even need a van.  You will be 
able to do any job, anywhere and get it done on time. 
This class will have something for newbies, old hands and those in between.  It has info giving, info sharing (hopefully class members 
will be willing to share their own ‘secrets’) as well as plenty of hands-on. 
I hear a lot of balloonies worried about short access times, impossible venues, not enough space etc.  This class is about getting 
organised and doing your prep so that décor items are easy to transport and fast to assemble on site.  The fact that some newbies cannot 
yet afford a van should not stop their growth.  There is really no excuse for not accepting a job these days because of the technology 
we have, but also the human ingenuity. It is about showing and sharing lots of inexpensive tips and tools that you can use so that you 
can do 21 jobs in a single day (and have 35 minutes to spare) like MAD Balloons did on 12 Dec 2003. 
 
Dazzling Dance Floors 
Ceiling balloons have been done to death.  They still look great but you have a client who wants to see something different.  You can 
dazzle her with an array of artistic dancefloor options.  Everything from balloon buddies, gorgeous arches, huge pillars with lights on 
top and (possibly) the worlds biggest dancefloor canopy.  Sensational creations mean the sky is the limit.  
 
Logo’s Balloons as the canvass and the paints. 
Reproducing logos is an art form of its own that has many facets.  Balloons can be combined with many other elements and textures to 
reproduce and enhance a logo.   
Sometimes the balloons are the canvass that the logo is presented on (latex printing et al), and sometimes the balloons are the paints 
that create the logo (sculptures et al).  What is the best way to reproduce your clients logo and how do you do it? 
 

 



 
 

Margie Monk It’s a Gas South Australia 
Sponsored By BASA Australasia 

Margie Monk hold the unique position as being the only Life time member of BASA Australasia. This 
prestigious award  was awarded to her at ABC 2005. Margie’s contribution to the industry is a example to us all.  
Share in her Round table experiences where she can share everything from basic concepts to the major public 
community productions. 
Class Programs by Margie Monk for ABC-2007 

The Big Picture Round Table   ..... "A Camel Called BIG!" (taking the  headache out of big events ... pulling all the threads together 
....  Talking the Talk .... & how to run the Running Sheet) 
 
Events - Round Table Discussion .... "Punching Above Your  Weight" ( let's join "Arthur (a) Round the Table" ...  sharing tips &   
tricks to value add using simple add-ons and effects) 
 

Robbie Murray    Qld 
Sponsored By BASA Australasia  
Fashion event coordinator 
Robbie Murray winner of ABC 2005 designer of the year for the Fashion expo. Wearable Fashion will extend our 
Balloon Industry imagine with the  �����	�
�����
��� prepare yourself , prepare you fashion garments to be 
included in the Fashion extravaganza 
 

Vision for Wearable Fashion Art:- 
Ingredience for Wearable Fashion Art:-  
Start with a lot of enthusiasm and fun in your heart, surrounding yourselves with loads of uniflated balloons. Wearable Fashion Art lies 
in the eyes of the artist so the vision is yours. 
Suggestions:- Inflate or use as they are uninflated, add whatever ingredients as a compliment( ie, wire, plastic lace, fishing net, bone 
wire, webbing, rubber gloves, etc) 
Criteria:- 75% of your fashion piece must be balloons. 
Must be a wearable garment not just an accessory (ie: hat , bracelet , etc however you can have the accessory to compliment the 
garment as an additive) 
Built to last at least two days Style is yours to create  
 

Major activities planned in association with  “ The Art Of Balloons”   
· Pre Convention Friday 23rd March  QBN Testing,  Contact Rachelle 1 800 814 634 
· Convention Education Classes, Schools education Programme 
· Fashion Parade using the Art of Balloons 
· Giant “Kite” balloons tethered to the Holiday Inn. 
· Spectacular balloon sculptures in the atrium of the Holiday Inn. 
· Balloon Decorating in the adjoining shopping Centre “Piazza On The Boulevard” 
· Tuesday Inaugural Golf Day sponsored by Clown Balloons @ Robina Waters 
· Construction of final night dinner, “The Art of Balloons”. 
· Spectacular special effects for the Final Night Dinner. 

 

Public Involvement: 
· Providing Environmental Information on the use of balloons to schools and the general public. 
· Public viewing of the foyer balloon sculptures at the Holiday Inn during the conference. 
· Public Viewing of Balloon Decorating in the adjoining shopping Centre “Piazza On The Boulevard” 
· Presentation to winners of the Public Judging Competition. FND 
· World-class Modeling Balloon Artists entertaining the general public. 
 

BASA A Golf Day Sponsored by Clown Balloons 
For those who care to have some exercise join in the Inaugural BASA ABC 2007 Golf Day. 
We have been able to secure a dramatically reduced rate for the golf at Robina Woods Golf Course. Normally 
$110.00 the price comes down to $60.00 with a cart. 
We were looking at having the golf early Tuesday morning, with around 8.00am tee off. Please join us for a fun 
filled day. You don’t have to play like Tiger Woods. 
For further Details contact Art Freund or Chad Moodie  02 9829 6433 
http://www.robinawoods.com.au/customsidemenu/032347/home.cfm 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Join  the BOC Designer of the Year Winners from the past: 
Gunter Blum   1995 
Julia Adamo   1997 
Camellia Flavell   1999 
No Winner    2001 
Debbie Barnett   2003 
Robbie Murray    2005 

 
Use your creativity and have your name go into the Balloon History as you can be a competition entrant, from 
novice to the experienced you can share and show the wealth of unbelievable skill that lies in the Art of 
Balloons. Complete the entry form and participate in 3 Categories for a chance to win the BOC Designer of the 
Year 

"��"������"����A����
Competition Category 7 is the “Entertainment Award”. This award is given from a tally of “people’s choice” 
votes. Throughout the convention “twisters” will be entertaining at various times and events, vying for your 
attention and of course your vote! Competitors will be performing at most lunch breaks and evening events 
trying to win this hotly contested award. 
Voting slips will be included in your welcome pack when you register at ABC 2007.  So make sure you vote for 
your favourite entertainer at The Peoples’ Convention so they receive the prestigious Entertainment Award. 
Presentation of this and all other competition categories will take place at “The Art of Balloons”  Final Night 
Dinner. 
�"�"��#��&#"$�<����������$�
1. Competitors must be a BASA members and registered as a full delegate and are limited to one (1) entry per 

category with exception of Business Category 6. Entry fee is as per competition category. 

2. The ABC 2007 Convention presenters are not eligible to enter competitions. 

3. Only 2 assistants will be allowed to help with non creative design work & must be delegates (day delegates 
acceptable) but Saturday assistants must be paid Saturday Delegates. This is for the large sculpture entry 
Only 

4. Entry form with payment must be submitted by 31st January 2007   

      (Registration Form includes competition entry form). 

5. All competition entries must be fully constructed on site during official construction hours. However some 
pre-construction is acceptable eg. any mechanical or engineering devices that would normally be pre-
constructed. Exception requests must be outlined in the entry form and all exceptions regarding pre-
construction are at the discretion of the ABC 2007 Convention Committee.  

6. Competitors share rights of displays with the BASA-A and the ABC 2007 Convention Committee. 

7. Entries that duplicate a licensed product must be submitted with an authorisation from the license holder. 

8. All competitors are responsible for their own equipment. BASA-A and the ABC 2007 Convention 
Committee are not responsible for loss or damage. Items of great personal value should not be used in 
entries. 

9. The competition and/or convention organisers are in no way responsible for any personal, business or 
material loss, damage or personal injury. Entrants must carry their own Public Liability. 

10. Failure to adhere to time limits and deadlines will result in loss of points during judging. However if delays 
beyond the control of the competitor occur, it is at the discretion of the ABC2007 Convention Committee to 
allocate an equivalent time prior to competition judging for completion of entry. 

11. Failure to follow any of the specific set-up guidelines etc may result in disqualification. 
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12. If a competitor is disqualified because of their failure to follow the rules and regulations, the competitor will 
not be entitled to a refund of their entry fees. To avoid disappointment please read all rules and conditions 
carefully. 

13. The ABC2007 Convention Committee reserves the right to display entries at its discretion, withdraw entries 
that it deems unsafe, deduct points or disqualify entries that fail to meet the guidelines etc. All decisions 
made by the ABC Convention Committee are final. 

14. Entrants will be supplied with helium and compressed air. All other products and equipment must be 
supplied by entrant. . If an entrant should require goods be purchased in on their behalf, a list of their product 
needs must submitted with their entry form, but no later than  31.01.07 and payment for the goods must be 
arranged prior to arrival. 

15. Overnight construction may not be possible due to hotel requirements (eg. noise restrictions etc). 

16. Entries must be maintained by entrants during the convention. Entries are to remain on display until a time 
deemed by ABC 2007 Convention Committee but must be removed no later than 12:00pm Wednesday 28th 
March 2007 unless advised otherwise. 

17. All designs will be held in the strictest confidence. 

18. No pre-construction allowed (ie. no pre-inflated balloons, pre-make fantasy flowers, double stuffed 
balloons, pre-cutting, bending or assemble of framework etc). A drop sheet must be used for 
cutting/construction etc and each contestant is responsible for keeping their area and immediate surrounds 
clean and clear of debris/offcuts etc. Any damage is solely the responsibility of contestants. 

19. These rules and conditions apply to all categories of competition. 
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All competitors must complete Convention Registration Form (see Registration Form) and indicate the 
categories in which you wish to compete, including any applicable fees and mail to be received no later than 
31st January 2007. sent to  

�� ABC 2007 Registration, C/- Vivian Lindup 0411 084 475         P O BOX 415 Corinda QLD  4075 

 

Any specific competition enquiries should be directed to: 

Mrs Jo Dickens 
ABC 2007  Displays and Competitions 
1/202 Great Western Highway 
Kingswood  NSW  2747 

Ph: 02 4731 4615 M 0418 900 064 

 
�
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1. An Experienced industry panel of 4 nominated official judges will judge categories. There will be one (1) 
winner only per category. Judges' votes will carry 100% of marks  

        Delegate voting is a separate category  

2. Constructed categories 1-5 will be judged according to the judges marking schedule. A copy of the judges 
marking schedule will be supplied to competitors. 

3. The Business Category will be evaluated by an independent marketing convener following the judges' 
marking schedule supplied. 

5. Judging concludes at 6pm  Sunday 25th March 2007. 
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Prize: $700 + Perpetual Trophy + Individual Trophy 

To qualify for the prestigious award of Designer of the Year competitors must enter the following three (3) 

competition categories: 

1. Large sculpture (40% of marks) 

2. Fashion Garment (30% of marks) 

      3. Buffet arrangement (30% of marks) 

This coveted title is awarded to one individual who will carry the title of “Designer of the Year” for the next 24 

months. You will have an individual trophy to keep, plus the perpetual trophy will be engraved with your name 

and will go into the record books forever. 
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Prize: $500 + Trophy 

Parameters: Size no larger than 3m x 3m x 3.6m high Nominal. Larger size sculptures subject to approval of 
Committee and suitable location. 

Theme: "The Art of Balloons" 

General Rules 1 through 19 also apply. 

1. All entries will require the submission of a design proposal of the sculpture design and overall dimension. 
Please present as you normally would to a client eg cover letter, drawings/descriptions, retail price of design, 
contracts/terms and conditions etc. 

2. Design proposal to be submitted by 31.01.07. 

3. The original design presentation will be placed on display once competition commences. This will form part 
of the judging criteria. 

4. Sculptures may be free standing. 

5. There are no restrictions on materials used but balloons must form a minimum of 60%. This opening of 
restrictions is designed to encourage the balloon industry to stretch and experiment with new materials in 
sculptures and displays. 

6. Constructions of the sculpture will commence on site in your designated area from 9:00am Saturday 24th 
March 2007 and conclude 12:00 noon Sunday 25th March 2007. 

7. An official job cost sheet will be supplied to each entrant upon receipt of entry form and fees. This job cost 
sheet must be completed and submitted with the competition piece. There is no wholesale cost restriction for 
this category. 

8. Entrants may enlist the help of Two volunteer assistants. Assistants must be delegates (day delegates are 
acceptable). 

9. Entries must be designed to last at least one (1) week.  

�
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Prize: $300 + Trophy 

Parameters: All garments must be wearable in the Fashion Parade 

1.There are no restrictions on materials used but balloons must form a minimum of 60%.of the garment. 

2.Entrants may enlist the help of one volunteer assistant. Assistants must be delegates (day delegates are 
acceptable). 

3.All entrants must provide their own Fashion Dummy or freestanding frame works. 

4.Constructions of the sculpture will commence on site in your designated area from 9:00am Saturday  

     24th March 2007 and conclude 12:00 noon Sunday 25th March 2007. 

5. An official job cost sheet will be supplied to each entrant upon receipt of entry form and fees. This job cost 
sheet must be completed and submitted with the competition piece. There is no wholesale cost restriction for 
this category. 

Theme: "The Art of Fashion" 
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Prize: $200 + Trophy 

Parameters: Size must be suitable for a standard buffet and must be movable/transportable. 

Theme: "The Art Of Balloons" 

General Rules 1 through 19 also apply. 

1. Construction must be completed solely/entirely by the competitor. 

2. Construction must be completed by the competitor during competition hours, in the area designated. Entries 
must be completed and on display by 12 noon Sunday 25th March 2007. 

3. An official job cost sheet will be supplied to each entrant upon receipt of entry form and fees. This job cost 
sheet must be completed and submitted with the competition piece. Wholesale cost of materials used in the 
buffet arrangement must not exceed $75.00. 

4.Entries must be designed to last at least 36 hours.  

 

���"���9�=�,� ��0����������6
�-���"���1�����8�C�3���
Prize: $100 + Trophy 

Parameters: Size to be suitable for a round table of ten (10) guests and must be easily transportable on 
completion. 

Theme: "The Art of Party" 

General Rules 1 through 19 also apply. 

1. An official job cost sheet will be supplied to each entrant upon receipt of entry form and fees this job cost 
sheet must be completed and submitted with the competition piece. Wholesale cost of materials used must 
not exceed $75.00 

2. Construction must be completed solely/entirely by the competitor during competition hours, in the area 
designated. 

3. Entries must be completed and on display by 12 noon Sunday 25th March 2007. 

4.  Entries must be designed to last at least 36 hours. 
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Prize: $100 + Trophy 

Parameters: Size unrestricted but must be suitable and practical for normal delivery purposes. 

Theme: The Art of Giving 

General Rules 1 through 19 also apply. 

1. Construction must be completed solely/entirely by the competitor during competition hours, in the area 
designated. Entries must be completed and on display by 12:00 Noon Sunday 25th March 2007.  

2. An official job cost sheet will be supplied to each entrant upon receipt of entry form and fees. This job 
cost sheet must be completed and submitted with competition piece. Wholesale cost of materials used in 
the bouquet/gift delivery must not exceed $75.00 

3. Entries must be designed to last at least 36 hours. �
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Prize: $100 + Trophy + CorelDRAW �  Graphics Suite X3 

General Rules 1 through 19 also apply. 

To enter the Corporate Image Portfolio section, the entrant must select a minimum of three (3) of the following 
sections: 

A) Photographic Portfolio 
· All photographs to be of work constructed by the entrant/business only. 
     Photographs are to be current and at least with the last 4 years.  

B) Business Card 
· Business card is to be presented mounted on an A4 sized sheet of white cardboard (front and back if 

necessary) and must be in current use. 

C) Delivery Vehicle Design 
· All entries in this category must be presented by a recent 10” x 8” photograph. Additional smaller photos are 

welcome and are to be displayed on a lightweight presentation board supplied by the competitor (maximum 
total size 0.5 x 1metre). 

D) Retail Store/Showroom 
· All entries in this category must be presented by a recent 10” x 8” photograph. Additional smaller photos are 

welcome and are to be displayed on a lightweight presentation board supplied by the competitor (maximum 
total size .5 x 1metre).�

E) Web site Design 

All entrants must supply their own computer and display screen. All computers must have security chains. The 
committee takes no responsibility for competitor’s equipment.�
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Prize: $200 + Trophy 

1. Competitors will be required to “work the crowd” at Monday night Trade Show/Cocktail Party. Only those 
delegates who have registered for this competition will be allowed to twist during these times. 

2. Magic and other elements are allowed but balloons must be the primary component. 

3. No figures may be pre-assembled or pre-blown. 

4. Competitors will be allowed to use air pumps/inflators. 

5. Competition will commence on Monday Evening 26th March 2007 6pm 

6. This competition will be solely judged by delegates (peoples' choice) throughout the convention. 

7.Delegates’ votes must be cast by 3:00pm Tuesday 27th March 2007.  



 
About your Sponsors  

Gold Sponsors 
AMSCAN/ANAGRAM  - ABC2007 - GOLD SPONSOR 
Amscan is the worlds No.1 party company and when you combine that with Anagram the world’s leader in foil 
balloons you have an organization that can supply your total party needs. In this case size does matter, the 
resources of these organizations means you get designs and innovation that sets the standard that invariably the 
rest will follow. You will find balloons that coordinate with party themes  which in turn will have a solid colour 
to compliment it. We look forward to giving you a small taste of what we can offer when we see you at ABC 
2007. 
 

BOC GASES - ABC2007 - GOLD SPONSOR 
Vision 
Our vision is to be the leading supplier of gases and related products, services and solutions to the hospitality 
industry in Australasia. 
Values 
Service, Delivery, Value 
We will strive to provide our customers with the highest quality of service, delivery and value. 
 
BOC is part of The Linde Group and is one of the leading gas suppliers within the South Pacific and has proudly 
been associated with BASA since 1990. We are pleased and proud to be involved with this ����������	�
�����
���
ABC 2007. 
BOC Sureserve is dedicated to the hospitality industry in both regional and metropolitan area’s and supplies 
customers with balloon gas, GASPO branded floating balloons and safety equipment. Safety is BOC’s number 
one priority, and our technical guidance and safety training is available on request. This assists you keep 
employees and customer’s safe. 
Our Customer Service Centre is there to answer your queries, take orders or update you on the status of your 
accounts. In addition BOC delivers a tailor service offer that meets your business requirements through the 
provision of a hassle-free national service. You can choose your preferred delivery method through one of our 
dedicated service providers, be that one of approximately 60 Gas & Gear or 800 Agents across Australia and 
New Zealand. 
 

PREMIER BALLOONS - ABC2007 - GOLD SPONSOR 
Premier Balloons has been a leader in the Australian Balloon Industry for nearly 50 years, and has earned an 
enviable reputation for reliability, service, and a true understanding of the needs of balloon users. 
  
In addition to the extensive range of new Balloon Excellence latex balloons, which has the depth and breadth of 
product to meet the needs of every balloon decoration, Premier provides an outstanding range of allover prints, 
foil balloons, Party products, inflation equipment, accessories - in fact most items used by professional 
decorators through to party store owners. Custom printed balloons can be provided in up to 4 colours, with 
turnaround times that set the standard in the industry. 
  
This range is supported with comprehensive support and training materials – “Balloon Its” that provide practical 
ideas for profitable designs, available now on the web, as well as the best value for money training classes in the 
industry. All backed by our comprehensive literature that makes finding and selling our products so easy. With 
customer service that is second to none, and same day dispatch for most orders including our new on-line web 
ordering, Premier is the outstanding choice for all your balloon and party needs. 
 
 

 

 



Silver Sponsors 
ALPEN PRODUCTS & ROYALTEX DECORATOR QUALITY BALLOON S                    
Alpen Products Pty Ltd is Australia’s leading manufacturer and importer of quality colour co-ordinated party & 
event products!  From our great range of Royaltex Decorator Quality Balloons, to our matching crepe streamers 
& paper to our plastic tableware, napkins & plastic tablecovers. 

Our colourful range is also complimented by our huge variety of other products including disposable drinkware, 
food & drink decorations, baking cases, doyleys, candles, party favours, novelty balloons and MORE! 
Since 1967, Alpen Products Pty Ltd has been a leading manufacturer and importer of party and catering products 
with a colour theme for your every need! 
Come & see the Alpen Products stand at BASA ABC 2007 to see the wonderful rainbow of colourful products!�
 

CONWINONLINE  has been the producer of major equipment accessories and  to the industry for many 
years. A long time supporter of the Australasian Balloon Conventions Conwin provides new and exciting 
equipment in regulators and inflators and special effects for our balloon and party industry. Check out the 
website www.conwinonline.com 
 

CLOWN BALLOONS  – has been supporting the industry for more than 25 years,   always delivering 
amongst other things,  an exceptionally good quality balloon at value for money prices.  We are the exclusive 
distributor for the prestigious European Everts Balloon company.    We supply in various size and pack 
quantities over 50 colours of balloons,   as well delivering beautiful silk screen custom printed balloons in up to 
4 colours – again at good value for money prices.  Clown Balloons are proud to be associated with BASA and to 
be a sliver sponsor to BASA convention 2007. 
 

COREL CORPORATION  
Corel is a leading global packaged software company with an estimated installed base of over 40 million users. 
The Company provides high quality, affordable and easy-to-use productivity, graphics and digital imaging 
software and enjoys a favorable market position among value-conscious consumers and small businesses. It's 
products are sold in over 75 countries through a scalable distribution platform comprised of original equipment 
manufacturers (OEMs), Corel's domestic and international websites, and a global network of resellers and 
retailers. The Company's product portfolio features well-established, globally recognised brands including 
CorelDRAW® Graphics Suite, Corel® WordPerfect® Office, WinZip®, Corel® Paint Shop Pro®, Corel® 
Designer and Corel Painter™. Headquartered in Ottawa, Canada, Corel is traded on the NASDAQ under the 
symbol CREL and on the TSX under the symbol CRE. To learn more, please visit www.corel.com. 
 

QUALATEX BALLOONS PTY LTD 
Experience the Very Best Balloons and more with the Qualatex Everyday catalogue. Packed with more than 120 
new products, our catalogue is bigger and better than ever! Qualatex publishes Balloon Images magazine and 
Balloon Magic The Magazine, gives you all kinds of resources on Qualatex.com, offers you eduction and 
support through the Qualatex Balloon NetworkSM (QBN®) and Certified Balloon Artist (CBA®) program, shares 
new products and latest ideas with you to help your business grow. 
 

Z & S  STAR ENTERPRISES is a national wholesale distributor of a vast range of party and event 
products, with over fifteen years of service to our market channel our business is reputable and well 
established. We distribute the world famous  BELBAL  range of balloons for domestic and artistic application, 
take time to see the artistry at  www.balloonsit.com. We print our balloons in house with state of the art 
equipment that can produce 1,2,or 3 colour prints on latex balloons. Please browse our web site at 
 www.zsstar.com.au  and register on line with us for easy access to our vast array of products and services. 

Bronze Sponsors 
“SUPAGAS” is a 100% Australian, family owned company.  We have been supplying gas to customers for 
over 30 years. We realise that customers are the most important part of any growing business and they must 
receive genuine service willingly and quickly. As a result, Supagas aims to provide quick, friendly and reliable 
service to all of our customers, every time. For all of your helium cylinder needs, please don’t hesitate to call 
Supagas on 13 78 72” 



 

BASA Australasia Industry Award and Life Membership Award 
The Balloon Artists and Suppliers Association of Australasia is made up of members from each state 
association. The Year 1997 marked the inaugural year of awards to those individuals who had contributed most 
to the growth of the balloon industry.  Such individuals are recognised as a reward for outstanding contributions 
to the industry, in particular those early pioneers who helped build the foundation for the many small businesses 
that comprise our membership today. 
This honour takes the form of a plaque and is presented to the person nominated and chosen by his or her peers 
at each Bi Annual National Convention. 
We are honored to have Margie Monk our only BASA A Lifetime Member  as a guest presenter at the 
convention. 
Join us  for the celebrations at the Final Night Dinner where the awards for 2007 will be presented.  Contact 
your State Presidents for information about how you can place your submission to nominate someone. 

BASA Australasia Accreditation Programme 
What will Accreditation do for me? 
Accreditation will ensure that our members are competent in what they do and therefore our industry is reflected 
in the best possible light. 
As an association we need to ensure we foster the improvement, security and well-being of our member’s 
business interests through such programs as accreditation.  These programmess will assist in maintaining an 
acceptable standard of workmanship, design and quality which will assist in reflecting our industry in the best 
possible light to the public. 
Display of the future accreditation programme modules will be available for viewing. 

ABC 2007 Convention Involvement  
We encourage all delegates and attendee’s to join in every activity, sharing and networking. Bring your portfolio 
and photo’s of your work, discuss and talk with your industry peers. 

Contact and offer your assistance to the committee for a designated task, like the schools programme, Team 
leader for foyer décor or shopping centre décor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                             

 

 

 

     

  

 

 

 

 

 

The Balloon Artists and 
Suppliers Association 

gratefully acknowledges 
the support of each 

BASA State Association, 
Suppliers and 

Distributors of Balloons, 
Gas & Partyware for 
their assistance in the 

distribution and 
promotion of ABC 2007. 
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